THE  COURT OF BERLIN                      321

who had more understanding than himself from about
the person of the King, having accomplished his pur-
pose and secured the Monarch solely to himself, knows
not what he shall do with him.

Count Bruhl has found neither arrangements ready
prepared, apartments furnished, nor persons placed in the
service of the Prince Royal. The consequences were__ill-
humor, a visit to Welner, not admitted, visit returned
late, and "by a card, rising discontent, which is encouraged
by Bishopswerder, who suspects Welner to have been
softened concerning the nomination of the two general
aids-de-camp.

A fact which appears very probable is that Welner,
who is christened by the people The Little Zing, knows
not how to perform three offices at once; and, as he fool-
ishly believed he might yield to the eagerness of specu-
lators, and has had the meanness to enjoy the despicable
flatteries of those who six months ago treated him like a
lackey, his days have glided away in these perilous pas-
times of vanity. Business has been neglected, every-
thing is in arrear, and it is presumed that, when he shall
have been sufficiently bandied by the intrigues of the
malcontents, the ingratitude of those whom he shall have
served, 'the arts of courtiers, and the snares of his own
subalterns, his brain will be entirely turned.

It is at length determined the capitation tax shall not
be enforced. Thus it is withdrawn after having been an-
nounced! Without conviction! Without a substitute!
What confusion! What forebodings! From the short
prospect of the morning of the reign, how portentous are
the steps of futurity!

The sending an envoy to London; which Court has not
yet returned the compliment.

Another envoy sent to Holland, who, in every step he
has taken, has risked the reputation of his Sovereign. It
certainly was necessary either to act consistently, or
totally to abstain from acting.

The commission of inquiry on the administration of
the finances, which has been productive of nothing but
injustice and rigor toward individuals, without the least
advantage to the public.

21it would have been; and that this produced anBaron Reede cer-
